Introduction
Patients and methods The study also confirmed the association noted in our previous work between the quantity of yeast recovered and the patient's clinical status. 4 The greater the quantity ofyeast recovered the more likely was the patient to have symptoms and signs related to candidosis. The slide latex agglutination test was also more likely to give positive results when greater quantities of yeast were isolated and thus may be 'load sensitive".
This study showed that a slide latex agglutination test that detects soluble cell wall antigens of Candida spp is useful in diagnosing vaginal candidosis .It is easy to perform, requires only a small amount of bench space ,and needs no specialised equipment.Agglutination of the latex is clearly visible and takes place in as little as lOseconds in some samples,though a gradual and progressive change in one to one and a half minutes is more usual. Slide latex agglutination is superior to microscopy in immediate diagnosis. It could be used as a useful adjunct to current methods, and would be specially useful where immediate microscopy is not available.
